Final syntesis of the contributions to Workshop 7 Task Force

1. List of contributions (in alphabetical order of persons)

After October 13 in italics
Translated to English by Yvon Poirier (non-professional)

	Persons
	Sent from:
	Illustrations and/or reflection papers 

	Athiel Serge
	France
	Repérage d’initiatives ESS liées aux territoires 

	Barny Marc
	France
	Terre de Liens : une approche collective du foncier

	Birkholzer Karl
	Allemagne
	Local economic development and its potential

	Calame Pierre
	France
	Territories as Actors

	Calame Pierre
	France
	What strategy for change and what agenda for the solidarity economy and participative democracy movements?

	Collin Patrick
	France
	GOLGEMMA : une entreprise engagée dans la démarche ISO 26 000

	Combe Hélène
	France
	Réactions concernant le développement durable, la résilience …

	Dughera Jacques
	France
	Réactions à la synthèse du 13 octobre 2009

	Hitchman Judith
	France
	Transition Towns

	Hitchman Judith
	France
	Réactions concernant le développement durable, la résilience …

	Huet Maryse
	Belgique
	Rencontre l’intérêt de la Commission européenne sur 2 de ses  chantiers

	Joubert France
	France
	Emploi, activité : comment organiser des solidarités territoriales

	Joubert France
	France
	Réactions à la synthèse du 13 octobre 2009

	Koffi Conan Claude François
	Côte d’Ivoire
	Développement communautaire : programme post-crise en appui aux activités socio-économiques

	Laurent Alain
	France
	TER_RES : Le parcours singulier d’une ambition collective

	Lechevalier Géraldine
	France
	Une expérience de services aux personnes en Basse-Normandie

	Leighton Ana 
	Chili
	El Movimiento de Economía Solidaria en Chile

	Lewis Mike
	Canada
	The great transition : navigating social, economic, ecological in turbulent times

	Lorenz Günther
	Allemagne
	Le réseau EURONETZ

	Marty François
	France
	Le Chenelet : Une entreprise dans son territoire, Nord Pas de Calais

	Pellegrin Jean-Pierre
	France
	Développement durable et transition aux USA

	Pellegrin Jean-Pierre
	France
	Réactions concernant le développement durable, la résilience …

	Poirier Yvon
	Québec-Canada
	«The silent march of the invisible force» -ASSEFA : 40 years of Community Development in India

	Poirier Yvon
	Québec-Canada
	Linking the global to the local : Seikatsu Club in Japan

	Poirier Yvon
	Québec-Canada
	Inner City Development Cooperative: an original initiative of microfinance for the urban poor. Philippines

	Winterhalter Roger
	France
	La Maison de la Citoyenneté Mondiale

	Winterhalter Roger
	France
	Mise en réseau d’expérimentations de monnaies complémentaires dans l’espace transfrontalier

	Winterhalter Roger
	France
	La culture, c’est l’affaire de tout le monde, y compris de celles et ceux qui vivent dans la précarité et l’exclusion.

	
	
	


2. Comments on the October 13 synthesis

Even if only a few, they were constructive in nature and have helped for the next stage.

"The individual, the collective, and the emergence of leaders": 

"In our societies we point out the question of individual capacity, forgetting intentionally or not, that the collective is the «soil» which makes a person a leader or not. What I find remarkable in the various examples is that there is no separation between the individual involved, the collective and the territory in which they emerge. In our societies, we are too inclined talk about the current vogue of social entrepreneur as a real «deus ex machina» that will resolve by himself the change of scale in the competitive framework we live in.  Re-embedding the economic and the social and re-embedding the economic and the territory are two inseparable principles " (Jacques Dughera-JD). 

Promoting a culture of qualitative evaluation and conduct a policy of evidence.

Within the National Council of Insertion by Economic Activity (CNIA, France), we tried to address several aspects. Measuring the economic activities show the "return" of these initiatives including the savings in public expenditure.  It is a pleasure to see that now, a person in charge of such an initiative, says that he is not involved in a social assistance activity but rather an economic activity. His contribution to the community is far more important than what he receives in aid. From spending, it became investment. We do not go far enough in assessing the social impact and environmental recovery of the famous "social utility activities", although these studies have helped to build self-assessment tools and evaluation. The obstacles are insufficient evaluation culture among the practitioners themselves, a certain resistance from some of them to pursue this field that is not a priority (provided they have returns in terms of employment, quantity of jobs is more important their quality). (JD).

The expression of practitioners on their own practices as a way of recognition 

"We should further develop the approach of giving voice to the actors engaged in a territory to scale up, while retaining the original values of the struggle. The practices must be adapted to the environment while keeping in step with the values. How to move forward in assessing the overall performance of the initiatives remains a big question "(JD).
3.  The « local », inserted in a global approach to sustainable development.

This movement is very significant in the contributions received after the previous synthesis of 13 October.

a) the question of land at the base of food security and civil peace.

The national association of Terre de Liens (France) was created in 2003. It is inspired by the example of the Dutch green bank "Triodos Bank" that has developed since the 80s, a green fund to purchase land for organic farming. In France, in movements for popular education, ethical finance, organic and biodynamic, environmental protection, were seeking how to provide collective responses to the problem of access to land. Every day in France, 160 hectares of land disappears under concrete and asphalt in favour of roads, shopping malls, amusement parks, etc. It is also a human and social problem, with 200 farms disappearing every week, partly for lack of buyers, a person can not pay the price of land, unless indebted for life, and more! The mission of the association Terre de Liens is to contribute to the creation of rural activities, environmentally responsible and socially supportive, accompaniment of projects and the joint acquisition of agricultural land and buildings. The other mission is to educate civil society and challenge the politicians, unions and associations, to replace land management at the heart of their concerns.

At the local level, the degree of complexity is greater. The mission of Terre de Liens could not be more local since the activity is to buy land that is for sale in order to remove them from speculation and assigned the land to specific projects to of agricultural activity. To succeed, we must take into account local actors. But everywhere, the land issue is often emotional, but also economical. A project has to take into account much superfluous legislation, planning codes, etc. The Association has to organize and be anchored at different levels: national governance (several); the Terre de Lien Trust fund (has collected savings among citizens of 6.5 million Euros in 9 months in 2008!), and for solidarity investment though joint committees to validate that the purchases of land based the projects. At the intermediate stage, we need regional associations to educate, promote, identify land and projects, supporting the anchorage of the projects. 

Mainstreaming the land issue in a territorial approach offers the capacity to set an example in which "everything is linked." Basically, cooperation is learning to share responsibility.

In Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) having a long term perspective is even more crucial. The ambition is to build in the long-term, so having such a horizon it a necessity to achieve the tasks they assign themselves.  So it is a work of optimism that preaches breaking with individualism, tribalism, corruption and so on. The situation of rural areas has worsened since 2002, with the political-military insecurity, deteriorating housing and road infrastructure, education, health, mass exodus of young people, illiteracy, pandemics, environmental degradation, etc.. The ESPOIR (HOPE) program presented by Claude François Koffi Conan is run by two NGOs, Espoir-vie and MOAE. He wants to provide local responses to the "distressing realities» in the Valley of Bandama. For this, a Council of Traditional Chiefs has been installed because governance based on a respected authority is needed. The aim is to bring together 25 heads of villages involved, get them to attend, discuss the management and development of their villages, think about land management, conflicts, promote social cohesion. Access to credit and other financial services is a key factor in improving the living conditions of rural poor. Mutual Savings and Credit (Rural Solidarity Fund) is present in 25 villages and is mobilizing domestic savings for self-financing activities of its members and those villages. Another Mutual's mission is to promote health and the environment. The action is at the stage of mobilizing the actors.

b) Food, shelter, basic services: new forms of organization articulate the initiatives to scale them up

Serge Athier made an inventory of various initiatives converging around the same qualitative perspective: at the very local are the AMAP (Association pour le Maintien de l’Agriculture Paysanne – maintaining peasantry agriculture) from 2001: An AMAP is a partnership based on a mutual commitment between a group of consumers and farmers, often located in peri-urban areas, establishing a direct link between production and consumption. It’s also URGENCI, since 2004: an international network of rural actors and citizens contributing to greater solidarity and complementary between urban and rural. This is another way to continue or increase what the Seikatsu Club have been doing in Japan since the 80s.

To these thematic initiatives, linked to new scales of work, we must add activities for new forms of organization. They are to numerous to mention them in this summary. Here we simply highlight the vitality of new arrangements since the 2000s. This confirms the emergence of the renewed relevance of analysis in terms of innovation cycles, discussed in the contribution of France Joubert with employers groups started in the 80s, to a European Resource Center for employers groups.  Another example: regional parks are a vast network (in France), which is in a renewal process, who want to encourage the establishment of cooperative societies of collective interest (SCIC). The SCIC include individuals, associations, businesses and municipalities on the principle of one vote per member. They create activities are lasting and cannot be displaced. They satisfy the public interest functions in a local development approach. (Serge Athiel). 

Sustainable development in an Anglo-Saxon cultural approach

This forum proves, if necessary, the utility of pooling information to understand how things operate elsewhere in globalization. This is probably a discovery for some of us in this forum, who mostly French speaking (mainly from France): ISO 22 000, green economy in the U.S.; Transition Towns, new international networks involved in these developments. Once the cultural and intercultural issue is understood, we can debate can on what we don’t agree on, which is primarily due to mutual ignorance. This brings up debates on concepts and the way to name them. The Canadian concept of resilience has been seen on the side of renunciation in France. But the concept in English has strong positive connotations for individuals, communities and ecosystems.
This set of organizational innovations, these new institutional arrangements, and all others absent from this forum; do they encounter the same obstacles and resistances then twenty years ago? that is to say the division, lack of means, as described in the singular collective ambition, presented by Alain Laurent. Is the accumulated experience of more than thirty years, i.e. a considerable intangible capital, which is taking shape and renews solutions with new generations, it enough to be heard and to organize answers capable of assuming the challenges? The future is not written, but all contributions have in common the perspective of serving the common good. We must recognize that we have moved in thirty years from being an exception (like an "oasis» in the desert) to the identifiable and quantifiable (even if a statistical minority). We are now at the stage of qualify "another value" – human, socio-economical, and ecological for future generations (new indicators of wealth). These situations and contexts help to empower people for social transformation.
We are perhaps in a situation for reversed burden of proof. Proving the safety of a chemical for the industrialist is quite different than to prove its toxicity in case of problems, which been the burden of governments. The evaluation of costs and gains of the ISO 26000 standard REACH (Registration Evaluation and Authorization of Chemicals) by the European Commission is 2.3 billion Euros, or 0.05% of the turnover of the chemical industry. This is a savings of 50 billion over a 25 year period in spending on health and environmental costs for public finances.

c) Contributions providing analysis of the territorial approach within a global vision 

Pierre Calame proposes the idea that the territory will become the key actor of the 21st century. People were expecting a society, an economy, without lumps (divisions). On the contrary, there have emerged networks of relationships, structured and polarized. Both too little and too large, the state is now on the defensive - too small to structure the rules of the global economy. Too big, anonymous, and does not take into account the diversity of contexts and situations. But, above, multinational enterprises, the very large banks and pension funds structure the world economy and the production of knowledge. Always with the same eyeglasses that prevent us from seeing that the economy is much more an ideology than a science. A knowledge that assumes essential mediation for their practical implementation: from raw material or work, to countless products marketed to make them desirable so that multinational distributors can make them available to the four corners of the planet.

Take four major challenges of our time: the integration of human activity in the biosphere, the search of a new equilibrium, social management, reducing energy consumption and the economy of knowledge. It is the territory, and not companies that are best placed organically to meet these challenges. There is potential to transform, even if not yet a reality. Pierre Calame develops a number of conditions that must be met "Essay on Oeconomy," published in 2009.
Karl Bilkolzer uses a microeconomic focus to characterize the potential of local economic development:
Microeconomics focus on the economic performance of the single enterprise, while macroeconomic approaches focus on the national economy and increasingly on the economy at a world wide level. In this view the single enterprise interacts directly with the national or the world economy more or less without any relationship to intermediate entities like neighbourhoods, communities, localities or regions. Although this might sound strange again, scientific efforts especially designed for the economic performance of neighbourhoods, communities, localities or regions were not seen as of any importance or necessity. Our findings are based on empirical research. Local Economic Development was by no means introduced as a new theoretical concept, developed or promoted by academics or other experts. To the contrary it emerged from very pragmatic activities of a huge variety of actors on the local or grassroots level. One of our first and also most encouraging findings were the  incredible numbers of already existing and successfully operating local economic development initiatives in more or less all parts of the world, not only in areas of economic crisis in Western Europe, where we started our research, but also in Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Pacific Islands. therefore, we need not to reinvent the wheel, what we have to do is to analyse and evaluate all this practical approaches, identify the successful as well as the failing mechanisms and instruments and develop a systematic set of tools as well as a  coherent theoretical framework. Although this research can not build on a long academic tradition, the already existing knowledge is rather complex and well advanced. 
The various contributions highlight a major fact, developed especially by Mike Lewis (in a contribution to CIRIEC -  attached to a message): "The Great Transition: Navigating social, economic, ecological in turbulent times." The global challenges we face demand a radical transition from a globalised growth economy driven by escalating levels of debt to a federation of decentralised, social, and ecological economies. This paper is not merely a theoretical discussion, however. The thesis proposed for SEE (Social, Ecological, and Economic) Change builds upon historic and contemporary efforts by co-operative organisations to end usury, advance local land reform, reconstruct local food systems, and forge energy solutions that can decrease our dependence on fossil fuels. The dynamic and complementary innovations introduced in this paper explicate strategic pathways that need to be interconnected to shape the social and ecological system.”

4. Conclusion in a global approach

The organizers of the Asian Forum for Solidarity Economy, November 7, 2009, shifted our presentation about Workshop 7. It was supposed to be in a workshop. It has been moved to the opening plenary on the theme  "Solidarity Economy from the Global Perspective". 

Considering this change, 

· Pactes Locaux (www.pactes-locaux.org) has agreed to take the responsibility of going forward with Workshop 7, with the support of the Foundation for the Progress of Humankind. 

· and the Asia Alliance for Solidarity Economy (www.aa4se.org), the main partner in the process of preparing the 5th Globalisation of Solidarity Meeting in Asia in 2013 

· and the facilitation team of this forum, hosted on the ALOE (Alliance for a Responsible Plural and Solidarity Economy) http://www.forums.socioeco.org//info/atelier7-w7tf, facilitated by Françoise Wautiez, and by Yvon Poirier and Martine Theveniaut who will speak at this plenary session, 

wish to point out one or two major features that have come out of the internet forum.

Both the illustrations and the analysis converge to formulate a way forward, in Tokyo:

1 – The global vision of solidarity economy contributes to the "great transition" with other currents of thought and action, including those of sustainable development. They have a common purpose is: "put the economy in the right direction and its rightful place: a means to serve the purposes of living together on the same premises in a liveable world for all - a world of finite resources, shared fairly, and deliberately democratic. "
2- L’approche territoriale ouvre la possibilité de pondérer les excès des entrées thématiques et sectorielles, vers une approche globale. 

« Quand le focus est placé sur la filière (commerce équitable, monnaie sociale, finances sociales, consommation éthique, souveraineté alimentaire, etc.), l’Économie Solidaire, comme approche  traite les contraintes de territoire comme un paramètre parmi d’autres. Ceci correspond à la forme actuelle d’organisation des  réunions internationales du RIPESS ».

2 - The territorial approach opens the possibility to balance the excesses of thematic and sectoral inputs towards a comprehensive approach. 

"When the focus is placed on the sector (fair trade, social currency, finance, social, ethical consumerism, food sovereignty, etc..) Solidarity Economy, as an approach, treats the constraints of territory as one parameter among others. This corresponds to the current form of organization of international meetings RIPESS.
«Territorial anchorage comes into view when we look at the reality of Solidarity Economy (or SE) in a territorial approach, from local to global. An important advantage of this approach is to provide a realistic view of the level of development of SSE in communities, countries and continents. It allows for more rigorous efforts to examine various facets and dimensions of Solidarity Economy at its peculiar stage of development in a given locality. This improves the vision of how the thematic aspects or dimensions of SSE need to be enhanced and stimulated in order to advance SSE as a sustainable alternative economic reality in a given locality.» «More importantly, territorial anchorage sharpens the focus on the role of governance in the promotion of the Solidarity Economy as an alternative economy, in the context of the globalization process. » From the introductory message for the internet forum, June 22, 2009.
We must continue discussions on this territorial approach: what is a territory? What is territorial anchorage? what are the meanings of these words (vocabulary) in different languages? The concept is also changing, especially in Europe where the European Commission takes up the idea to make "territorial cohesion" the third pillar of its global project (with economic competitiveness and social equity); with the aim to "ensure the harmonious development of all areas and enable their people to maximize their own characteristics».
This debate is part of the eventual result of this forum.

3- A politics of evidence.  A territorial approach brings us to the question of co-responsibility, theoretical and practical, concrete and operational. It is part of an overall strategy, comprehensive and Cross-Cultural.
How do we build convergence from what we have, our answers and know-how that change? The originality of the different contributions is to draw lessons from their analysis of the facts included in their contexts. They highlight the strengths and weaknesses to identify real potential. 

In an uncertain world, they suggest a process of convergence, joining, linking, i.e. cooperative learning, animated by the principle of shared responsibility for a human face. 

"One day we must include in our texts the importance of cultural backgrounds of individuals and groups, probably an important reason that explains divisions and exclusionary logic against which we fight. And rightly so. Perhaps one day we need to address school education and extra-curricular learning, training, reference to ecology, the first science of relationship ... "says Alain Laurent. 

This aspect of contributions will be synthesized later, because there is no time to do so in the time left before leaving Tokyo (November 3). Translation is more important.

As soon as this synthesis is posted in three languages, you have until November 2 to respond. Thanks in advance to do so that we are able to reflect them on November 7. 

In the second half November, we will complement this synthesis and forward the main conclusions of this international meeting (see agenda at http://solidarityeconomy.web.fc2.com/en/program.html ) especially regarding the impact for our Workshop 7 Task Force Workshop.

The facilitation team
