Lexis activity report, November 15, 2009

Pierre Johnson, project manager
1. Coordination with the European SSE networks 

Participation to the RIPESS Europe communication group meetings in September and November 2009, and in the RIPESS Europe meeting of November 13.   

This participation has been essential to ensure a good acceptance of the Lexis project by the European networks of social and solidarity economy, and their involvement in the participative implementation of the different tools.   

During the first meeting, at the beginning of September, we have been able to share the objectives and method of the project with the European SSE networks active in communication initiatives. We were able to agree that the findings that had motivated us for the writing of this project were real (diversity of the conceptions on the SSE, absence of a corpus of notions and a shared terminology).  

During this meeting, the possibility to participate in a European project under the Interreg IV B line was contemplated. But thereafter this idea has been abandoned by the networks, mainly because this type of project seemed over-proportioned in relation to the progress of the networks projects.  

The mid-November meetings were oppportunities to enter more in details in the Lexis project, one of the rare SSE communication projects at the international level having progressed during the last months. We discussed the launching of the on-line encyclopedia Solecopedia, and specifically about the issue of guaranteing a quality level for the articles, as well as the display of the nuances between actors or countries on the same notions.  

2. Partners research 

A substantial effort has been dedicated to finding partners who would have complementary projects. We had interesting exchanges in France with Coredem, the BDIS and the Wisse, a project carried by some actors of the social and solidarity economy. It appeared that we will be able to articulate the Lexis realizations in an ulterior phase with the Coredem, as it becomes feasible to evaluate the quality of enough notional articles.  

A narrow articulation with the BDIS has been suggested during the last meeting of the communication group, in order to reach together a typology of the activities and sectors of social and solidarity economy in phase with the practices, while allowing both intellectual (to act as a referential for this other economy) and practical uses (to encourage solidarity exchanges of products and services). This articulation will also be made with similar projects in other countries (Germany, Spain, Italy, Quebec, Brazil, etc.). The Wisse project is looking with interest at the launching of the Solecopedia platform.  

3. Launching the glossary / encyclopedia technical platform

A last aspect of our activities delt with the launching of the technical platform for the glossary of social and solidarity economy notions. The technical choice was made quickly on MediaWiki, an opensource software used by Wikipedia and the Coredem, and adapted to the lexical uses of dictionaries and encyclopedias.  

A developer, specialist of the Mediawiki and Elgg platform, has been contacted, and he has achieved last week the installation of the software in 5 languages. These languages (French, English, German, Spanish, Portuguese) relate to cultural areas that have an effective practice and reflection of social and solidarity economy. The domain name solecopedia.org and the hosting have been chosen and made by the Lexis project manager.  

The subtitle "the shared international encyclopedia for a social and solidarity economy” has been chosen to replace the word "glossary", in order to popularize this initiative, and also let to the actors the possibility to include in it the articles and references to practices of social and solidarity economy.  

The discussions with the social and solidarity economy networks allowed us to recognize several levels of contents closely associated to Solecopedia:  

· The concepts  level

· The values level

· The practices level 

4. Activities in progress  

The main activity that will be led during the next months aims to guarantee the presence of substantial quality content for Solecopedia, with the participation of the actors and researchers associated to this field.   

1. Communication with the researchers and organizations having produced SSE dictionaries and glossaries, in order to allow them to include these works on Solecopedia, under the Creative Commons CC-BY-NC-SA license.  

2. Communication to the main SSE networks, the researchers and specialists identified (more than a hundred), susceptible to contribute to Solecopedia.  

3. Follow-up of the discussion with the actors and researchers to specify the arbitration mechanisms of the contents, and display of the divergences or nuances relative to terms or notions on the site.  

On the other hand, partnership propositions will be searched for according to contacts, to develop the content of Solecopedia in direction of specific domains or cultural areas.   

