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OBJECTIVE

The objective of the project Co-producing Public Policies for the Social and Solidarity Economy is to facilitate a participatory think tank at the global level to engage grass roots activists and their networks, and partners in governmental and international agency settings, on how public policy can be reformed/co-produced to strengthen the role of the Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) in sustainable social, economic and human development.  A final report with on-line audio visual resources will be produced based on the engagement process, suggesting key elements of a common policy agenda to strengthen the role of the SSE in the face of the economic, social and environmental crises facing the globe. 

The project is supported by the Alliance for a Responsible, Plural and Solidarity Economy (ALOE) and the Canadian Community Economic Development Network (CCEDNet), and builds upon the work of the Canadian Social Economy Research Hub (CSEH), a multi-year research project funded by the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada.  The project is directed by Rupert Downing (Co-Director of the Social Economy Research Hub) with the support of Alexandre Charron, the International Coordinator at CCEDNet. 

ACTIVITIES AND OUTPUTS

1. A fifty-two page literature review has been published written by Crystal Tremblay (a Phd student with the CSEH at the University of Victoria) entitled “Advancing the Social Economy for Socio-economic Development: International Perspectives”.  The review investigates:

· What the literature in different parts of the world is suggesting (from academic, governmental and civil society sources) are the public policy outcomes for socio-economic development and environmental sustainability of the SSE.

· What the discourse suggests are the important elements of a supportive public policy environment for the SSE.

· What are some of the gaps in the literature related to investigating the SSE.  

The paper is being published and distributed to Canadian and international networks, with free on-line access through appropriate websites (e.g. Canadian SE Hub, CCEDNet).  

2. An additional paper has been written by Crystal Tremblay to contribute to both the Canadian Social Economy research program and this project entitled “Public Policy Trends and instruments supporting the Social Economy:  International Experiences”.  This paper will be published in November 2009 and distributed to networks and posted on-line with discussion questions to engage stakeholders in debate leading to the final product of this project.  

3. A powerpoint presentation with video clips has been produced for in-person and on-line engagement with stakeholders that summarizes the findings of the above reports and suggests some key elements in public policy that can be strengthened (attached).  

4. Engagement activities using these products have so far included:

· An on-line six week forum organized with the Centro Boliviano de Estudios Multidisciplinarios (CEBEM) for 138 participants from across Latin America and Canada inclusive of representatives of ALOE in Europe (http://cvirtual.cebem.org/).  This forum is generating discussion amongst government, university and civil society representatives of the significance of the SSE in achieving socio-economic policy, and sharing of research and policy analysis.  A summary of the discussion and materials will be produced as part of this project’s materials.  Participants in the forum will be invited to follow up with a specific think tank on next steps to strengthen the policy environment at a date in 2010 to be determined.  

· A presentation was made at the eighth Latin American Conference on Post Graduate Studies and Research on Territorial Development and Public Policy in Manizales, Colombia (August 2009) http://rippet.cebem.org/. Follow up meetings were held with Colombian civil society and university representatives of the importance of the Economia Solidaria to peace building and human justice in that country.  

· A presentation was made at the Colloquium on Building Public Policy for the Social Economy in Halifax, Canada (September 2009) on the research findings and their implications for Canadian efforts to strengthen the public policy environment.  Resources including audio-visual material are available at http://www.msvu.ca/socialeconomyatlantic/English/colleqE.asp
· A presentation was made at the Manitoba Community Economic Development Gathering in Winnipeg (October 2009) inclusive of discussion on how to strengthen global linkages to building the SSE (http://www.ccednet-rcdec.ca/?q=en/node/6103). 

· Two presentations have been made at the regional level in Canada (October 2009) on the project and research findings to encourage discussion on key elements of a public policy agenda, one in Saskatchewan hosted by the Saskatchewan Cooperative Association, and one in Manitoba hosted by SEED Winnipeg.  

NEXT STEPS

The next step in the project is to expand think tank dialogue sessions and key informant interviews with practitioners and other stakeholders using a series of consistent questions and updated presentation materials to solicit input on measures needed to strengthen the public policy environment for the SSE.  Based on feedback to date and research findings (particularly on gaps in research evidence) some of the key issues to consider include:

· How has the SSE been used or not been used in governmental responses to the global economic crisis, and what are the implications ?  Additional research is being conducted on this question through graduate students at the University of Victoria and CCEDNet.  
· What evidence is there that those jurisdictions with a highly developed SSE sector supported by governmental policies have been relatively resilient to impacts of the global economic crisis, particularly for those most marginalized ?  Additional research is also being conducted on this question. 
· What explicit strategies are being used for the SSE to play a role in sustainable development and the “green” or conservation economy in the face of climate change and how can this be strengthened ?  An additional paper has been commissioned on this subject.  
Based on the success with the on-line forum being conducted with CEBEM additional on-line forums for stakeholders on other continents are being considered used the same “Moodle” software platform.  Other engagement events are being sought and a list of key informants is being researched.  It is hoped that an in-person event can be held on each continent in conjunction with relevant existing conferences in 2010.  Small group “skype” conference calls will also be used.  Translation of materials into French and Spanish will be undertaken where resources are available (some have already been translated).  A project E-Bulletin will be produced for ALOE and other networks to distribute to encourage participation in the project.  Contact will be made with the International Labour Organization to suggest their support of and engagement in the project, particularly in light of their major conference in Africa in October that highlighted the social economy as a development strategy.  In Canada, a National Summit is planned for May 2010 of social economy actors to plan a public policy agenda at which the results of the project will be reported.  This may be an opportunity for ALOE and other international partners to contribute on the importance of a united international policy agenda.  Leading up to this event, additional regional engagement workshops will be held in Canada that will also contribute to this project (events are confirmed for the Arctic and Alberta in November 2009).  Contact has been made with the US Solidarity Economic Network to encourage collaboration on the project and potential engagement activities.  
OUTCOMES

In addition to the research gaps identified above, some key outcomes that have been identified through the engagement process include:

· Widespread ratification of the importance of the SSE as a model or framework for human, social and economic development in the context of global – local challenges to sustainability. 

· Equally widespread concern with the gap between practices on the ground and governmental policies (local, national and international) that take no account of the SSE.

· Concern with the gap between rhetoric and implementation in even those jurisdictions that have high-level governmental policy positions in support of the SSE. 

· Undermining of the SSE in the face of the global economic crisis in those jurisdictions with limited or no public policies in support of it. 

· The importance of moving the SSE to the centre stage of discourse and development of public policies and economic models from its current place on the margins. 

· The danger of the current position of the SSE being a means to make neo-liberal policies palatable, rather than a means to transform those policies and systems (a “smart mouse on the back of a stupid elephant” in the words of one of our Argentinian participants).  

· The importance of alternative models as represented by the SSE to the self determination and human justice of indigenous peoples, and conversely the importance of their leadership of these integrated models of environmental, social, economic, human and cultural sustainability.  The resonance and common vision behind this analysis between indigenous peoples of North and Latin America is striking.  “You’re finally realizing that the model of development you imposed on us doesn’t work !” is the theme we hear repeatedly from our indigenous colleagues.  

CONCLUSION

The project is progressing according to schedule and engaging an ever increasing circle of interested participants.  New material and analysis is being uncovered, and used to inform project direction and activities.  Leveraging Canadian-based research with ALOE’s funding is proving to be highly cost effective.  Developing a concrete agenda of events and opportunities for engagement in 2010 will be key.  Additional resources to make such events/opportunities successful and inclusive would be advantageous.  

Rupert Downing

November 6, 2009
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